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The Forest Department is supposed to submit an annuaf report, hut as 
several years’ reports were over-due, a joint report for the 4 years 1925-26 to 
1928-29 has been prepared under my instructions. I am not acquainted with the 
working of the Department during this period, nor is the present Forest Superin- 
tendent. 1 hope that in future the annual Report of the Department will be 
submitted within 6 months ol the close of the financial year, if not earlier. 


Famine, frost, and locusts affected the operations of almost the entire period 
under report. The year of Famine 1 925-26 saw considerable activity in the 
exploitation of forest produce owing to cheapness of labour and extensive facilities 
allowed for graang, while the year 1 927-28 was marked by special activity in the 
exploitation of the Anwal bark. 

The settlement of Jagir Forests in Jaswantpura Range has made satisfactory 
progress, but the management of these forests costs more to the State than the 
commission received from Jagirdars. This stale of things cannot be allowed to 
last long and it is hoped that some remedy will be found at an early date. 


. Fair progress was made with Forest demarcation by the erection of masonry 
pillars. 

The Parbatsar Range was surveyed during the period and maps of some 
blocks were printed. 

The Forest area exploited annually through contractors yielded an average 
revenue of Rs. 6/2 per acre — a fair return. 

The various roads and buildings were kept in good repair at a moderate cost. 

There has been a progressive increase in the number of Forest Offences and 
in the amount of compensation realised from offenders. The report docs not give 
any reasons for this. I presume, this result is due to improved supervision. 

The principal Forest products are limber, firewood and charcoal, while graz- 
ing brings in a substantial revenue. The financial results of exploitation of these 
by departmental agency and through contractors and right-holders are shown in 
Sec. V B. (a) and (b) of report and I need not repeat the figures. About 
Rs. 21,000/- worth of forest produce was in stock in the various depots at the 
end of the period under report. * The provisional abolition of the Customs duty on 
timber and firewood during the cuirent year should assist in improved sales in 
future. 

The receipts from Anwal have fluctuated violently from Rs. 10,000/- to 
Rs. 25,000/- per annum. The variations are due chiefly to improvement or 
shrinkage in the foreign demand, though they seem to a certain extent to be due 
also to varying facilities for the exploitation of the shrub in the Jagir area. Future 
reports should' show the quantity of the Anwal exploited from year to year. 




The highest revenue was recorded in the year 1 927-28. This was due s 
large demand for Anwal. The revenue of 1 925-26 was also above normal 
account of famine conditions which enabled departmental operations to be >>i> 
taken on a large scale at a clicap cost. The normal income of the department is 
the ndghbourhood of a lakh of rupees, and the normal expenditure varies h 
Rs. 67,000/i- to Rs. 70,000/-. 

Arboriculture constitutes one of the important activities of the 
The annual expenditure averages about Rs. 1 4,000/- and the annual revenue at 
Rs. 500/-. The department has no definite progranune in hand for future A ’ 
cultural operation. A five years* programme should be prepared and submitted ! 
canction. From what I have seen of Arboriculture work round the City 
Jodhpur. I imagine the cost of the operations can be reduced. 

The report is a mere outline but sets forth the main facts clearly enough 't' 
my thanks arc due to Mr. Kothari for having pushed through it. 

HIMMAT SINGH, m. a.. 

Jteveuue 3fembert State Council, 

Raj 3Iani:ar, J od/tpur^ 



PROGRESS REPORT' 

ON THE 

FOREST ADMINISTRATION 

OF THE 

MARWAR STATE 
for the years 1925-26 to 1928-29. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The years under report, as usual, presented abnormal conditions owing to 
the inclemencies of weather during the period under report in general, and (he 
visitation of locusts in the year 1928-29, in particular. The year 1925-26 was 
declared a famine year, and Famine Relief Measures were started and Depots for 
supply of grass at reduced rates were opened in different parts of the State, and 
grariers were allowed to take their cattle to the forests on concession rates. 
As a result of this, the incidence of graring in the forest wtas very heavy. The 
cultivators were forced to eke out their scanty livelihood by resorting to exploi- 
tation of forest produce, and this resulted in a plentiful supply of labour for extrac- 
tion of forest produce, and the result was that the Revenue figure in the year 
1 925-26 reached the high figure of Rs. 1,13,830/-. The years 1926-27 and 
1928-29 were marked by an immense damage done to the forest growth by a 
heavy frost. The frost in the year 1 928-29 was very severe, and its eifect svas 
visible even on forest hardy species. Whatever little vegetation escaped the ravages 
of frost or recuperated in the next spring season was much devastated by the 
locusts. 

During the period to which the report relates, the writer of the report was 
hfat connected with the Forest Administration of Marivar, so he has very few 
personal observations to make on the various points mentioned in the body of the 
Report. The Report is based chiefly on the information supplied by the various 
range officers. It is admitted that in some places the information given is not 
very elaborate, but at the same time it is contended that it was not thought proper 
to postpone the submission of the report for want of certain details, the incorpo- 
ration of which, in the body of the report would not have been of very great use 
at this time when the report has been long overdue. 

JoDHPPB, I S. C. KOTHARI, b.a., p.f.s.. 

Dated ISih May, 1931. J Superintendent of Forests, 

Faj Marteaf, 




CHAPTER I. 


CoXSTITtJTIOir OF Fobebts. 


Section I. 

Alteration in Area. 

No change in the area of Reserve Forests took place, the area under un- 
classed forests, however, slightly varied owing to re-calculation; and by the end 
of the period under report, they stood as detailed below: — 

I. Reserve Forest: — 


A. Khalsa. .289.93 Sq. Miles 

B. Jagir . . 1 1 4. 1 3 „ „ 


j- 404.06 Sq Miles. 


II. Unclassed Forests.* — 


A. Khalsa. .30.37 „ „ 

B. Jagir . • 1 9.30 „ „ 

Section II. 

Forest Settlement. 


49.67 




The settlement of Jagir Forests in Jaswantpura Range is making progress 
slowly, though none the less steadily. By ibe close of the year 1 928-29, 
settlement of all the Jagir Forests except that of Puran Jagir, was finished. 


As a result of the recent Revenue Settlement, the management of 4 of the 
Grassia villages in Bali Pargana was transferred from the Hawala to the Forest 
Department under MehkmaKhas Order No. 793 dated 1 1th July, 1928. 

Section III. 

Forest Demarcation. 

The existing boundary pillars were repaired and annually white-washed 
and maintained in good order. 


In the year 1 925-26, 80 stone-posts as boundary marks were erected in 
Jodhpur Range at a total cost of Rs. 333/-; and 192 pucca pillars were made 
in the year 1927-28. 

Section IV. 


Survey, 

The Prismatic Compass Survey of all the Forests of Parbatsar Range was 
done in the year 1925-26 and the interior details were plotted on the enlarged 
G. T. Maps. The maps of Sela and Siwana blocks and also those of Parbatsar 
Range were printed at Government of India Map Publication Office, Calcutta. 
No other Elbw survey works were undertaken. 



CHAPTER II. 


MAKAoniiEirr or State FobesTs. 

Section I. 

Regulation of Management. 

The annual Plan of Operations for each Range was drawn up and operal" • 
conducted in conformity with the Plans, so far as funds permitted it. 


Tlie following table shows the area 
contractors and the ptiuis realized: — 

of Forests exploited each 

year ihroug 

Y 0.1 r. 

Aiev in 
Acres. 

Price rc.alized. 

Remarks. 

1925-26 

1,687 

11,020 0 0 


1926-27 

. . 975 

5,456 0 0 


1927-28 

1.472 

8,602 0 0 


1928-29 

1,263 

7,870 0 0 



Section 11. 

Communication and Building. 

A. Roads am) Bnionns. 

No new roads, bridle paths or bridges were constructed. The existing ca<’' 
tracks were, however, repaired and their cost was as shown below: — 


Year. 

1320-26. 

1926-27. 

192T.2S. 

1928-29. 


Amount. 
Re. f<37 

» ii! 

.. 775 

■> 515 


B. BriLDcros. 

No new pucca masonaty works were undertaken. The old existing buildings 
were repaired and a few katcha Qiowkies for Forest Guards and Head Guards 
were constructed. The expenditure under this head is detailed below: — 


Year. 

1925- 26 

1926- 27. 

1927- 28. 

1928- 29. 


Amount. 
Its. 1,598 
.. 1,413 

„ 1.332 

„ 1.307 


Section III, 

Protection of Forests. 

(a) Gexerai, Pbotection. 

The foUowng table gives the number of cases of Forest Offences delected, 
and the compensation realized from the offenders: — 


Year. 


Iso. c! ofTcnces. 

1925-26. 


269 

1926-27. 


305 

1927-28. 


335 

1928-29. 

*• 

446 

Total 


1,355 


Compensation rcalijcd. 
1,C74 3 3 
1,294 IS 0 
1,867 G 6 
2.4S3 14 0 


6,720 6 9 


The above table shows a progressive increase in the number of offences and 
also in the amount ol the compensation realized from the offenders. 
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fire. 


During ihe period under report, there were 1 4 cas'e^ of injury la Forest by 
The following table shows area burnt each year, and the cost of fire patrols 


maintained for protection of Forests against fire during the dry season: — 
Year. Area burnt in Acres. Cost. 


1925 - 26 . 

1926 - 27 . 

1927 - 28 . 

1928 - 29 . 


1 , 260.5 

0.6 

532.5 

226.6 


369 15 0 

432 8 9 

595 1 0 

633 12 0 


The increase in the cost is due to an increased number of fire-patrols 
employed for the work. 

The period under report on the whole was marked by scardty of fodder, and 
the incidence of grazing was very high. 

The following table gives an idea of the cases of illicit graang: — 


Tear. 


No. of cases of illicit graang. 


1925 - 26 . . ., 

1926 - 27 . . 

1927 - 28 . ... 

1928 - 29 . . ., 


140 

203 

137 

192 


(6) Protection against injuries from natural causes. 

The lo\v rainfall in the year 1 925-26 adversely effected the vegetation, and 
as a result of scarcity of fodder outside the Reserve Forest, a large number of 
cattle were admitted into the forest and considerable damage was done to the 
forest growth In the year 1926-27, the visitation of heavy frost did enormous 
damage to the growing stock, but comf^ratively good results were, however, 
obtained in the year 1927-28, which presented normal conditions; but the locusts 
and frost did enormous damage in the following year, t. *., 1926-29. 

Section IV. 

Sylviculture. 

(a) Naturjii. Repkoductiow. 

The period under report, as pointed out, was marked by unfavourable climatic 
conditions, and as a consequence, the results of natural reproduction %vcre far from 
satisfactory, except In the cases of hardy species like Prospis, Anwal, Kumath, 
Babul, Bor. Khair, etc. 

(b) AnTtnciAL Repbodectioit. 

Plants were artificially raised in forest nurseries and were as usual distributed 
free to cultivators; attempts were made to plant them out in the Forests, but these 
operations seem to have met with very little success, except in irrigated or moist 
places like Mataji, Chitrori, Bamania-Bera, Nagar, etc,, because the plants could 
not get established for want of sufficient moisture in the soil and subsoil, in the 
months following the rainy season. 


Section V. 

Exploitation. 

A. — System of MairAGCUEirr. 

Annual coupes for extraction of fuel and charcoal are worked on a system of 
coppice with standards, on 40 years rotation. Petty limber for Agriculture 
implements and household construction purposes is removed from the Forests 
under a system that approximates the selection Felling System. 
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B. — AorNCT or Exploitation. 

(a) Departmental Agency. 

The following tabular slalemenl shows the financial results of the exploitation 
of Forest produce by the Departmental Agency of working: 


Year. 

! Timber. 

1 

FiRF.noon ADS 
ClIAnCOAL. 

Bamboqs. 

Grap?. 

I 

1 

1 Re- 
venue. 

Expen- 

diture. 

Re. 

venue. 

Esepen. 

diture. 

Revenue. 

Expen* 

dicure. 

Revenue. 

Expen* 

dtture. 

1925-26 

Z0S9 

C27 

S3140 

25800 

24 

23 

&4S7 

1 

206 

192-627 

3303 

1070 

32457 

8071 

SOS 

317 

343 

1 

16 

1927-28 

2503 

1842 

27014 

14954 

628 

300 

188 

203 

1928-29 

4781 

1101 

1OS06 

18419 

623 

345 

104 

373 


The year 1925-26 being a famine year, labour was plentifully available for 
extraction of firewood and charcoal from the Forests; and these operations were in 
full swing that year. This factor accounts for heavy expenditure under " Firewood 
and Charcoal ” in 1 925-26 which was compensated by corresponding heavy 
increase of revenue and surplus in subsequent years against a decrease of expendi- 
ture. The grass which had been slacked during the preceding good years, was 
disposed of in 1923-26, a }-car of fodder scarcity and in consequence thereof the 
revenue under Grass came to Rs. 5,467. During the succeeding years, the work 
of Departmental collection of firewood and charcoal, etc. were not carried on very 
briskly as the foreign markets of Ajmer, Beawar and Ahmcdabad were ovcrflooded 
with the firewood and charcoal from the Forest of Ajmer, Jaipur, etc. Forests, 
and our produce could not stand in competition as a result of heavy Customs duty 
imposed on firewood. 

Rs. 21(270 worth of forest produce remained in stock in various depots at the 
end of 1928-29. 

(6) Pvrcitafcrs and Eight-holders Agency. 

The coupes are leased out to contractors who usually manufacture charcoal, 
and sometimes also extract firewood from there. But the demand for charcoal is 
limited while extraction of firewood is prohibited by heavy Customs duly on 
export. The other purchasers extract forest produce on payment of fixed royalty 
on permit system. The right-holders also remove forest produce from the Forest 
free or on reduced rates, as the case may be. 

The following statements shows the revenue from this Agency during the 
period under report; — 


Year. 

Timber. 

Firewood 

and 

chaicool. 

Grass auJ 
grazing. 

1 

Samboos. 

Other 

minor 

produco. 

1925—26 

• • 

• • 

14,816 

13,628 

22,420 

1,891 

6,440 

1926—27 

• • 

•* • 

11,345 

9,759 

18,774 

3,197 

4,918 

1927—28 

... 


13,736 

15,168 

20,204 

.2,691 

6,913 

1928—29 

•• 

!• ■ 


11,846 

22,274 

3.M0 

6,203 
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Timber, firewood, grass, etc,, on an average worth about Rs, ? 5,000/-- are 
removed annually, free of royally, by right-holders, from the Forests, and this figure 
is not included in the above table. There are slight variations in the Revenue 
returns from year to year, excepting that in the years 1925-26 and 1928-29 owing 
to famine conditions, iheGrassias, Bhils, Minas aud Rawats, etc., resorted to earning 
their livelihood by exploitation of Forest produce; and this resulted in a little in- 
crease in revenue under timber. There was also fodder scarcity in these years outside 
the Reserve Forests, and a greater number of cattle of non-rightholders were admit- 
ted into the Forests 4ind better returns under grass and grazing arc due to it. 

(c) Free Grants. 

No free grants were made excepting those, as mentioned above to rightholders, 
(rf) Other Sources of Forest Produce. 

Anwal (Cassia Auriculata) baric is the only other chief source of revenue to the 
Forest Department. The realizations under this head arc as given below: — 


Year. 


A m'o u n t 

1923—26 

• • • 

... 15,983. 

1926—27 

• • 

10,257, 

1927—28 

• • 

. . 25,320. 

1928—29 

* « 

. . 13,603. 


Reasons for variations arc: — 

In i926~27, the decrease is due to forest damages and interference and 
destruction of Anwal by Jagirdars and Cultivators. The increase in 1927-28 is 
due both to recovery of accumulated arrears of contract money as well as large 
export of Anwal outside Marwar. The decrease in 1 928-29 was due to the 
general trade depression. 
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CHAPTER in. 


Financial Results. 


The financial results are embodied in the table given below; — 


Particulara. 

1025-2C 

1926-27 

1927-28 

1928-29 

Revenue 

1,13,836 

99,168 

1,21,272 

1,03,060 

Expenditure . . ... . . 

79,877 j 

67,247 

71,738 

72,843 

Surplus 

33,959 1 

1 

31,921 

49,534 

30,217 


As a result of famine conditions prevailing in the year 1925-26, plentiful 
labour was available for the working of the Forests on a big scale, and this 
accounts for comparatively heavy expenditure in that year. In the years 1926-27 
and 1928-29, there is a marked decrease both in revenue and expenditure, the for- 
mer is due to the fact that as a result of cheaper fuel supply from Jaipur and IGshcn- 
garh and Menvara Forests, our fuel could not find a sale in the markets of Ajmer 
Beawar and Ahmedabad, etc., and the decrease in the latter is due to restricted- 
departmental operations for exploitation of fuel for which no congenial market 
could be found The better result of 1927-28 arc due to Attwal yielding better 
revenue as explained above. 


Administration. 

Babu Chatur Bhuj remained inchorge of the Department, during the period 
under report. His Assistant Pt. S. A. Rikheshar, D. D. R. was rctir^ under age 
limit in 1927. He was succeeded by B. Ramdayal, who worked as an Assistant 
Superintendent for 2 years. 

With the separation of the Mines and Industries Departments from the 
Forests, the post of Assistant Superintendent was abolished. 

B. Khem Raj, Forest Ranger, Bali, was dismissed on 16-12-24. He was, 
however, reinstated on 4-5-27 when the post of Range Officer fell vacant, on the 
resignation of the writer of this report. This post again fell vacant on 23-1-28, 
when B. Khemraj expired, and the vacancy thus caused rvas filled up by the grade 
increments to the other subordinates. 

B. Achleshwar Ranger >vas reduced to the post of Deputy Ranger for two 
years from 1 -4-28. 

Forester Jawarmal, who was incharge of Parbatsar Range, was reduced and 
made Head-guard, from 1-1-25 and Head Guard Birdhraj was made Forester in 
his place and posted incharge of Parbatsar Range. 

One candidate, Bejairup rvas deputed for Forest training at State <»T p,. n » i e 
to Balaghat in October 1928. 









8 


It is not possible to give any reliably accurate figures of the plants that (1) 
ave been raised (2) required watering and (3) passed out of watering stage from 
year to year. These figures would not only be interesting but also help one in 
knowing the approximate cost per tree for its tending and maintenance. Attempts 
will be made to give fuller information under this head in future. 

(d) Marwar Timber Factory. 

This factory was run by Mistry Ramratan as a private concern, under the 
expert supervision of the Forest Department, for encouragement of the use of 
indigenous timber. The working was carried on satisfactorily. He purchased 
Forest timber as below: — 

1925 26 1926—27 1927—28 1928—29 

89 5 0 209 0 0 169 12 3 1G6 11 0 

(e) Cattle Pounds. 

1 8 Cattle Pounds remained incharge of the Department at the time of the 
close of the period to which this report relates. The revenue from these pounds 
as well as the expenditure on the maintenance of these pounds are credited and 
debited to the Hawala Department. The Range Officers in whose territorial 
charge, the pound lies, is responsible for the running of the pound and the monthly 
returns and accounts are sent to Hawala Department. 

Mining Department. 

The control of this Department, which has now been found into an indepen- 
dent Department under a separate charge Officer, was taken away from the 
Forest Department \rith effect from 1-1 0-1929 after 7 years. 

Industries Department. 

This Department was also separated from the Forest along with the Mining 
Department with which it has been amalgamated. 


S. C. KOTHARI, 
Superintendent of Forests, 
Raj Marwar. 


June 16, 1931. 





APPENDIX I 

Register of Breaches of Fcrest Rules during Vie year 1925—26, 1926-27, 1927—28, 1928—29, Forest Department. Marmr State. 
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